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Evaluation and Future Prospects (Winter Term 2005 / 2006)

Evaluation: Use of the Platform during the Seminar in the Summer Term 2005 

Future Prospects: 
Business Game “Dynamic Production Planning under consideration of multiple criteria”
(Seminar in the Winter Term 2005 / 2006)
Lecture Notes for Mass and Energy Flows in the Economy / Industrial Ecology courses
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Course “Multi-Criteria Decision Support for Emergency 
Management” on the platform
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Use of the platform during the course 
“Multi-Criteria Decision Support for Emergency Management”
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Examples of answers to the questionnaire
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Comments of the students on the platform

„Good“ features of the platform:
Download of documents
Discussion Board useful for posting links and files
Contact to teachers very easy
„Latest News“ display practical (not available for groupware?)

„Bad“ features of the platform
The repository browser did not always work
Confusion because of too many tools (forum<>newsgroup<>groupware forum), 
Groupware hidden between many other links
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Comments of the students on OpenOffice

„Good“ features of OpenOffice:
Writer rather easy to use
Many possibilities for formatting
Can work with MS-Office documents

„Bad“ features of OpenOffice:
Differrent filetypes, OpenOffice 1.4 and 1.9 not fully compatible
Impress rather unstable, files could not be recovered
Images and tables caused problems
Spell check could be improved
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Four fictitious enterprises will be considered in the Business 
Game in the Winter Term 2005 / 2006

Business Game (1/3)

Small Series Production of Vehicles Alcohol Production

Impregnation of Fishery Nets Coating of Bicycle and Bed Frames

Model of an Industry Park

heat streams water streams solvent streams
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The Business Game requires a combination of MCDA and 
sequential decision making

Business Game (2/3)

Characteristics of decision making in Dynamic Production Planning
Production Planning is a multi-criteria problem
Dynamic Production Planning involves sequential decisions
Temporally variable external influences must be considered
The results of the decision analysis need to be visualised

Teams consisting of three students each, decide about the production planning of a 
fictitious enterprise in several periods where the external influences – e.g. given by 
the world market (demand, commodity prices, etc.) – vary between the different 
periods
The platform will be used to communicate with the students (e.g. to announce the 
situation on the world market in each period) and to upload documents and papers
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Modelling sequential decision making under consideration of 
multiple criteria with influence diagrams

Business Game (3/3)
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Questions concerning the future and sustainability of the 
platform after the end of the project

Can the platform be used after the end of the project? How long?
Collaborative improvement of Lecture Notes for Mass and Energy Flows in the Economy / 
Industrial Ecology courses
Collaborative development / improvement of the MADM-tool
Continuous update of Technical Background Documents 
(UNECE Protocols, CAFE – Clean Air For Europe Programme of the European 
Commission) 

Follow-up Project?
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